EEMINISCENCES

I could mention many other men of the same school (I
have already said that I do not know whether each
and every one of these was, or was not, a professed
Positivist) who would be distinguished as scholars and
writers in the literature of any country. However they
differed on minor points, however they may have differed
in ability, in experience, in discretion, they had one
peculiarity in common: they were to be found foremost
in every Liberal and Radical cause; they were always
to be found on the side of the weak, and standing up
for the, oppressed; they were enemies of cant; and were
inveterate haters of vulgar idolatry and vulgar idols. I
can remember that, at the time of the American Civil
War, almost, if not quite, every man I have alluded to
was a fearless and outspoken advocate of the cause of
the North, and most of them were indefatigable workers
on the unfashionable side, at a time when it was the
right thing among men of ' culture' in London to cham-
pion the cause of the South. They wrote pamphlets;
they wrote leading articles; they made speeches; they
delivered lectures in out-of-the-way quarters,to working-
men and poor men of all kinds; they hardly came, in
any prominent way, before the public, in most of this
work. It brought them, probably, no notoriety or
recognition abroad; but their work was a power in
England.

I feel convinced that, in any case, the English work-
ing-men would have gone right on such a question as
that which was at issue between North and South. As
Motley once truly said in, an address to the New York
Historical Society, the workers and thinkers were never
misled; but I am bound to say that the admirable
knowledge of the realities of the subject, the clear, quick,
penetrating judgment, and the patient, unswerving hope

188s in the politics and literature of England.
